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2. FormPTO-1449; 

3. Copies of 5 References. 
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including any fees required under 37 CFR 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of attached document timely, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge the fee to our Deposit Account No.: 50-0612. 
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Sierra Patent Group, Ltd. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT RECEIVED 

Director of Patents 5£p n a ?nn7 

Washington, D.C. 20231 m * 

Dears* Te ^Ce ntef26M 

Each item of information listed in the attached FORM PTO-1449, for which a 
copy of each is attached, may be material to the examination of the above-identified 
application and is, therefore, submitted in compliance with the duty of disclosure defined 
in 37 CFR §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. The Examiner is requested to make these items of 
official record in this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR §§ 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98 is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, that additional 
information material to the examination of this application does not exist, or that any one 
or more of these items constitutes prior art. 
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This statement is filed pursuant to: 

( X ) 37 C.F.R. §l-97(b). of ^ fili ^ of 

fort! in r C WL §1-491 in an international application; or (3) before the maihng date of a first 
office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. 

Accordingly, this information disclosure statement requires no fee and no certification. 

( } rlin^ 

before the mailing date of either (1) a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1.113 or (2) a 

allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.311. 

Accordingly, this information disclosure statement requires either the fee specified in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.17 (p) or a certification according to 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e). 

( ) 37C.F.R. §1.97(d). ... irp - 81 qi(c) 

This information disclosure statement is filed after the period specified in 37 C.F.R j 1.97(c). 

Accordingly, this information disclosure statement requires the fee specified in 37 C.F.R. 
S $180.00, for submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(d), and a statement according to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). 

37 CF.R.§ 1.97(e). 

i ^ m Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
( ) communion from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of the statement. 

, , (2 ) No item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
( } Imunication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, or to my 

2Z* after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any indmdual debated ,n 37 C.F.R. 

§1.56(c), more than three months prior to the filing of the statement. 

Accordingly, this information disclosure statement requires the fee specified in 37 C.F.R. 
tuZ I $180.00, for submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.97(e) 

If this statement crosses in the mail with an office action, or is otherwise not in the 
indicated category of 37 C.F.R. §1.97, it is respectfully requested that this statement be 
treated in the next appropriate category and made of record. To the extent required, 

rxf t\\f> Jnfnrmfltifin 
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( X ) No fee is due. 

( ) The fee specified in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for submission of an information disclosure statement 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c), 37 C.F.R § 1.97(d), or 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is enclosed, $180.00. 



In the event any fee is required for filing the above-noted document, including any fees required under 37 
CFR 1 136 for any necessary Extension of Time to make the filing attached document timely, the Assistant 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 50-0612. A duplicate of this page 
is enclosed. 
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SIERRA PATENT GROUP, LTD. 



Dated: August 26, 2002 
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Applicant: Merrill et al. 
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Filed: March 4, 2002 Group: 2622 
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Document No. 


Date 
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Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 




1 


4,677,289 


06/30/1987 


Nozaki et al. 


250 


226 


11/04/1985 




2 


4,845,553 


07/04/1989 


Konomura et al. 


358 


98 


05/19/1988 
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5,414,465 


05/09/1995 


Kodama et al. 


348 


236 


01/03/1994 






































































Foreign Documents 

— Translation 
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Document No. 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Yes 


No 




4 


JP06 133 320 Eng. 
Lang. Abstract 


05/13/1994 


Japan 


H04N 


9/09 




X 
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JP 08 009 391 Eng. 
Lang. Abstract 


01/12/1996 


Japan 


H04N 


9/04 
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Date Considered 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conference with 
not conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with the next comm 


MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
unication to applicant. 



